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EDUCATION:  
B.A., University of California, Berkeley, California 
M.D., University of California, San Francisco, California 
Internship (Pediatrics), Children's Hospital Medical Center, Boston, Massachusetts 
Residency (Pediatrics), Children's Hospital Medical Center, Boston, Massachusetts 
Residency (Anesthesia), University of California, San Francisco, California 
Chief Resident (Anesthesia), University of California, San Francisco 
Research Fellow (Anesthesia), University of California, San Francisco, California 
 
POSITIONS HELD:  
Assistant Professor in Residence (Anesthesia) 1985-92 
Associate Professor in Residence (Anesthesia) 1992-98 
Professor in Residence (Anesthesia) 1998- 
 
SPECIALTY CERTIFICATION: 
Diplomate, American Board of Pediatrics  
Diplomate, American Board of Anesthesiology  
 
SUB-SPECIALTY CERTIFICATION:  
Pain Management, American Board of Anesthesiology 
 
LICENSURE:  
California  
 
UNIVERSITY AND PUBLIC SERVICE: 
San Francisco 
General Hospital: Operating Room Committee 1987-89 
Infection Control Committee 1988-91 
Pain Management Committee 1988-91 
Impaired Medical Staff Committee 1989-91 
Formulary Review Committee 1989-91 
Critical Care Committee 1990-91 
Coordinator, Faculty Schedule 1995-96 
Director, Acute Pain Service 1995-96; 2003- 
Animal Care Committee 1997- 
Pharmacy and Therapeutics Committee 2002- 
Chair, Pain Management Committee 2002- 
Chair, PCA-FMECA Committee 2003- 
Director, Anesthesia Preoperative Clinic 2003- 



Department of Anesthesia: Director, Departmental Continuing 1988-91 
Education Program 
Physician Assistance Committee 1989-91 
Resident Evaluation Committee 1991-93 
Director, Acute Pain Service (Moffitt-Long 1991-93 Hospital) 
University: Director, Medical Student Clerkship (SFGH) 1986-91 
Coordinator, Paramedic Intubation Training 1986-88 Program 
Student Advisor, School of Medicine 1990-95 
Committee on Animal Research 1995-98 
Faculty Welfare Committee 2003- 
Extramural: Consultant, Food and Drug Administration 1994- 
 
INVITED LECTURES AND PRESENTATIONS: 
Future choices: New possibilities in pain relief. Obstetric Anesthesia 1986 
Update: State of the Art, San Francisco, California, March 
Postoperative pain management. Preoperative Evaluation of the 1987 
Surgical Patient, San Francisco, California, March 
Spinal cord receptors: Future therapies. The Changing Practice of Anesthesia, San 
Francisco, California, September 
The Jehovah's Witness patient: Medical, legal, and ethical issues. 
The Changing Practice of Anesthesia, San Francisco, California, September 
Technological advances in the treatment of pain. Pain Management in the Elderly, 
Martinez, California, December 
New techniques for pain management in the ICU. Trauma Update 1988 
1988, San Francisco, California, May Patient-controlled analgesia. Nursing Pain 
Association, San Francisco, California, October 
Pain management: Preoperative assessment and planning. Preoperative 1989 
Evaluation of the Surgical Patient, San Francisco, California, March 
Patient-controlled Analgesia: Uses and limitation. The Changing Practice 
of Anesthesia, San Francisco, California, September 
Advances in continuous spinal anesthesia. Voluntary Hospitals of 1990 
America Satellite Network, Dallas, Texas, May 
Continuous spinal anesthesia: A born-again technique? The Changing Practice of 
Anesthesia, San Francisco, California, September 
Continuous spinal anesthesia: The Good, the Bad and the Ugly. 1991 
Northern California Anesthesia Society, San Francisco, California March 
Small catheter spinal anesthesia. American Society of Regiona Anesthesia, Cincinnati, 
Ohio, April 
Safety and efficacy of spinal anesthesia. Anesthesia Grand Rounds, Stanford University, 
Palo Alto, California, May 
Recent issues concerning the safety and efficacy of spinal anesthesia. Food and Drug 
Administration, Rockville, Maryland, July 
Distribution of local anesthetics within the subarachnoid space. Visiting Professor, U.C. 
Irvine, Irvine, California, September 
Safety and efficacy of spinal anesthesia. Orange County Anesthesia Society, Irvine, 
California, September 



The "Failed spinal": New insights into an old problem. Visiting 1992 
Professor, Uniformed Services University of Health Sciences, Bethesda, Maryland, 
January 
Toward development of a model of subarachnoid local anesthetic distribution. 
Hydrodynamics and Acoustics Division, Center for Devices and Radiological Health, 
Food and Drug Administration, Rockville, Maryland, January 
Distribution of local anesthetics within the subarachnoid space. Visiting Professor, 
Virginia Mason Clinic, Seattle, Washington, February 
Continuous spinal anesthesia: Uses and limitations in obstetrical anesthesia. Obstetric 
Anesthesia Update: State of the Art, San Francisco, California, March 
Continuous spinal anesthesia. American Society of Regional Anesthesia, Tampa, Florida, 
March 
Recent issues concerning the safety of spinal and epidural anesthesia. The Changing 
Practice of Anesthesia, San Francisco, California, September 
What have we learned about spinal injections and microcatheters? American Society of 
Anesthesiologists, New Orleans, Louisiana, October Spinal anesthesia: An incomplete 
evolution. Visiting Professor, Wake Forest University, Bowman Gray 
School of Medicine, Winston-Salem, North Carolina, December 
Local anesthetic neurotoxicity. Visiting Professor, University 1993 of Basel / 
Kantonsspital, Basel, Switzerland, March 
Local anesthetic neurotoxicity. Visiting Professor, University of Lausanne, Lausanne, 
Switzerland, March 
Spinal anesthesia and neurotoxicity. American Society of Regional Anesthesia, Seattle, 
Washington, May 
Models of local anesthetic toxicity from continuous spinal anesthesia. Conference on 
Continuous Spinal Anesthesia, American Society of Regional Anesthesia, Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, August 
Learning from our mistakes: The "failed spinal", The Changing Practice of Anesthesia, 
San Francisco, California, October 
Management of failed blocks—Repeat? American Society of Anesthesiologists, 
Washington, D.C., October 
Distribution of local anesthetic in the subarachnoid space. Visiting 1994 Professor, 
University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota, October 
Local anesthetic neurotoxicity: An historical perspective. Minnesota Society of 
Anesthesiologists, Bloomington, Minnesota, October 
Local anesthetic pharmacology. Sociedad Colombiana de Anestesiologia, Bogota, 
Colombia, November 
Local anesthetic neurotoxicity. Sociedad Colombiana de Anestesiologia, Bogota, 
Colombia, November 
Local anesthetic neurotoxicity: An anesthesiologist's perspective. Northern California 
Society of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons. San Francisco, California, November 
Continuous spinal anesthesia, IX International Symposium—New 1995 Aspects in 
Regional Anaesthesia, Dusseldorf, Germany, June 
Delayed complications of spinal anesthesia, IX International Symposium —New Aspects 
in Regional Anaesthesia, Dusseldorf, Germany, June 



Transient deficits after spinal anesthesia—how common and how significant? Illinois 
Society of Anesthesiologists, Oak Brook, Illinois, November 
Local anesthetic neurotoxicity. Visiting Professor, University of Illinois, 
Chicago, Illinois, November 
Repeat injection after a failed spinal—At times, an unsafe practice. 1996 Obstetric 
Anesthesia Update, San Francisco, California, March 
Local anesthetic neurotoxicity: Current problems; future solutions. Obstetric Anesthesia 
Update, San Francisco, California, March 
Delayed complications of regional anesthesia. American Society of Anesthesiologists 
Refresher Course, Chicago, September 
Local anesthetic neurotoxicity. American Society of Anesthesiologists Refresher Course, 
Chicago, September 
Delayed complications of regional anesthesia. Visiting Professor, University of Utah, Salt 
Lake City, Utah, November 
Spinal Anesthesia: The next 100 years. Anesthesia for the New Millennium: 10th Annual 
Kaiser Permanente Symposium, San Francisco, California, November 
Local anesthetic neurotoxicity: Current problems; future solutions. Visiting Professor, 
Uniformed Services University of Health Sciences, Bethesda, Maryland, November 
Should we continue to use lidocaine for spinal anesthesia? American 1997 Society of 
Regional Anesthesia, San Francisco, California, April 
Repeat injection after a failed spinal—At times, an unsafe practice. The Changing 
Practice of Anesthesia, San Francisco, California, September 
Transient neurologic symptoms after spinal anesthesia. European Society of Regional 
Anesthesia, San Sebastian, Spain, November 
Local anesthetic neurotoxicity. Visiting Professor, University of Basel / Kantonsspital, 
Basel, Switzerland, December 
Local anesthetic neurotoxicity: Current problems; future solutions. 1998 Japanese Society 
of Anesthesiologists, Kagoshima, Japan, April 
Local anesthetic neurotoxicity, Visiting Professor, Shimane Medical University, Izumo, 
Japan, April 
Is Lidocaine Neurotoxic? American Society of Regional Anesthesia, Seattle, Washington, 
May 
Local anesthetics for the next century. California Society of Anesthesiologists, San 
Francisco, California , June 
Lidocaine spinal anesthesia—The end of an era? The 1998 Fidel Pages Lecture/European 
Society of Regional Anesthesia, Geneva, Switzerland, September 
The Microcatheter controversy—What have we learned? European Society of Regional 
Anesthesia, Geneva, September 
Lidocaine spinal anesthesia: Where do we stand? The Changing Practice of Anesthesia, 
San Francisco, California, September 
Anesthetic neurotoxicity: Preclinical data. American Society of Anesthesiologists, 
Orlando, Florida, October 
Lidocaine spinal anesthesia: Where do we stand? American Society of Anesthesiologists, 
Orlando, Florida, October 
In vitro and in vivo investigations of anesthetic neurotoxicity. Visiting 1999 Professor, 
University of Washington, Seattle, Washington, January 



Microcatheter spinal anesthesia: An historical perspective. Obstetrical Anesthesia: 1999, 
San Francisco, California, March 
Lidocaine spinal anesthesia: A vanishing therapeutic index? Obstetrical Anesthesia: 
1999, San Francisco, California, March 
Local anesthetic neurotoxicity: Current problems; future solutions. California Society of 
Anesthesiologists, San Francisco, California, June 
Transient neurologic symptoms after spinal anesthesia. European Society of Regional 
Anesthesia, Istanbul, Turkey, September 
Local Anesthetic Toxicity: Challenges to conventional wisdom. 11th Annual Kaiser 
Permanente Symposium, San Francisco, California November 
Local anesthetic neurotoxicity: Reconciling the preclinical and clinical 2000 data. 
Visiting Professor, University of Basel / Kantonsspital, Basel, Switzerland, December 
Should we abandon the use of lidocaine? Obstetrical Anesthesia: 2001, 2001 San 
Francisco, California, March 
Epinephrine and regional blocks: Not as safe as we thought? Obstetrical Anesthesia: 
2001, San Francisco, California, March 
Local anesthetic neurotoxicity: Should we abandon the use of lidocaine for spinal 
anesthesia? International Society for Anaesthetic Pharmacology, New Orleans, 
Louisiana, October 
Cauda equina syndrome: Strategies to reduce risk. American Society of Regional 
Anesthesia Conference of Anesthetic Toxicity, Miami, Florida, November 
PDPH: Current concepts. Obstetrical Anesthesia: 2002, 2002 San Francisco, California, 
March 
Local anesthetic toxicity: An update. Obstetrical Anesthesia: 2002, San Francisco, 
California, March 
Neural injury induced by local anesthetics: Clinical experience and experimental 
investigations of toxicity, Japanese Society of Pain Clinicians Miyazaki, Japan, July 
Local anesthetic neurotoxicity: Should we abandon the use of lidocaine for spinal 
anesthesia? The Changing Practice of Anesthesia, San Francisco, California, September 
Local anesthetic neurotoxicity: The laboratory data. American Society of 
Anesthesiologists, Orlando, Florida, October 
Local anesthetic neurotoxicity. Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery Grand 2003 Rounds, San 
Francisco, California, January 
Is Lidocaine Safe for Spinal and Epidural Anesthesia? Refresher Course Lecture, 
American Society of Anesthesiologists, San Francisco, California, October 
 
PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES: 
Professional 
Societies: American Society of Anesthesiologists 1983- 
California Society of Anesthesiologists 1983- 
International Anesthesia Research Society 1983- 
International Association for the Study of Pain 1989- 
American Society of Regional Anesthesia 1990- 
Professional 
Service: Question writer, American Board of 1992 
Anesthesiology 



Committee on Local Anesthesia and Pain, 1992; 2003- 
American Society of Anesthesiologists 
Moderator, American Society of Anesthesiologists 
Annual Meeting 2003 
Committee on Refresher Courses, 
American Society of Anesthesiologists 2004- 
Editorial Services: Anesthesiology 1985- 
Anesthesia & Analgesia 1985- 
Pain 1985- 
Regional Anesthesia and Pain Medicine 1993- 
International Journal of Obstetric Anesthesia 1994- 
American Journal of Medicine 1999- 
American Journal of Respiratory and Critical 
Care Medicine 2003- 
Associate Editor, Regional Anesthesia and 1999- 
Pain Medicine 
International Advisory Board, Japanese 2001- 
Journal of Anesthesia 
 
TEACHING/ CLINICAL ACTIVITIES: 
Three days per week are spent providing clinical service and teaching in the SFGH 
Operating Room, as well as serving as Director of the Pain Service and the Anesthesia 
Preoperative Clinic at SFGH. In addition, approximately two weeknights and one 24-
hour weekend shift per month are spent in-house supervising anesthesia emergency 
services for the Trauma Center, Operating Room, and the Inpatient Facility including the 
Obstetrical Unit. Teaching provided during the administration of this clinical care is one-
on-one with Residents and Medical Students. 
Additional Teaching 
Instructor: Fiberoptic Intubation Workshop 1990-Present 
Resident didactic sessions on local anesthetics and spinal/epidural anesthesia. 1992-
Present 
Organizer: Spinal Anesthesia Workshop, American Society of Regional Anesthesia 1992 
Organizer: Epidural Workshop, American Society of Regional Anesthesia 1993 
Emergency airway management: San Francisco Paramedics 1996-Present 
Emergency airway management: SFGH Emergency Physicians 2002-Present 
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PATENTS Drasner K, Rigler ML 
Method and system for continuous spinal delivery of anesthetics. Patent #5,234,406 
August 10, 1993 
 
FUNDING 
Intramural: Mechanisms of morphine potentiation of 1987-88 intrathecal adrenergic 
analgesia. --- 
Local anesthetic neurotoxicity. --- 1993-94 -- 



Extramural: Effects of inhaled anesthetics on pain 1989-90 processing. Foundation for 
Anesthesia Education and Research (Principal Investigator): A study of wound healing 
and wound infection 1990-94 
 
NIH Program Project, GM 27345-11. (Co-Investigator, Project: The effect of 
perioperative clonidine on anesthetic requirement and postoperative pain.) 
Multicenter investigation of factors affecting 1995-96 transient neurologic symptoms 
after spinal anesthesia (Principal Investigator) 
 
Kaiser Permanente Research Institute  
Study of local anesthetic neurotoxicity (Principal 1996-2001 
Investigator) National Institutes of Health (grant GM51887) 
 
RESEARCH SUPERVISION 
Proprietary information deleted.   
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